Windscale select 7 v The British Army 7
Once again Windscale hosted the British Army Squash Team on Friday evening, and the large crowd were treated to a series of high quality games, with the Army running out comfortable winners over the evening’s series of matches, however the game scores in several of the games were closer than the final score-line would suggest.

First on court were John Crichton (W) and Joe Rawsthorne (BA) the two behind the scenes men, having a knock to get the event going. John took the first game though he was never more than a couple of points clear until the very end of the game. Joe stormed back in the second, totally blowing John off court for the loss of only a couple of points, (obviously it was a stern lecture after the first game)! Into the third and John got his nose in front early on, and led throughout to lead 2 games to 1. As before though, Joe wouldn’t lie down and drew level by taking the fourth after never being behind throughout that game. So after 45 minutes it was ‘winner take the spoils’, and Joe played the tighter squash to prevail 3-2, 15/11, 2/15, 15/12, 10/15, 10/15, an excellent tight opening match, and one that was to prove the most fruitful in games won for the Windscale select.
On court at number 6 was Owen Barrett (W) against Mark Thomas (BA) who both hit the ground running, neither able to pull out a commanding lead, and it was only Mark nudging ahead with the finishing line in sight that enabled him to sneak the opening game. Mark applied more pressure in the second and a good run of points in the middle of the game when he pulled away from Owen, allowed him to keep control of this game and the match for a two nil lead. Owen wasn’t deterred and launched his own salvo in the middle of the third to rock Mark back, and in a carbon copy of the previous game held his nerve to take the third game. Owen went on the attack early in the fourth with a 4 point opening burst, only to see Mark peg him back and go past him to lead by 3 points, playing some lovely squash. Owen chipped away at Mark until they were level again, and as both players went for the winning points it was Owen who had the first game point, but couldn’t convert it with Mark tying up the game at 14 points all, the game needing to go to 2 clear points to find the winner. Mark managed to hold out despite Owen’s brave finish to claim the match 3 games to 1, 12/15, 9/15, 15/10, 14/16.
At number 5, Mike Hetherington (W Captain) played Craig Webb (BA) and following his 10 days on holiday he looked suitably tanned and relaxed, and ready for a nice gentle game of squash to ease himself back in gently, he was in for a shock! Michael and Craig shared the first eight points before Michael pulled out a good lead, but sustaining it proved a problem, and Craig reeled him in and passed him to lead by a couple of points. Michael responded but couldn’t knock Craig off his path and Craig held on to take the opener. The second saw both players start as they had in the first, with neither able to eek out any sizeable advantage, however as before one of the players went on a point scoring burst, only this time it was Craig who pulled 5 points clear, and despite Michael clawing back a couple of points it was Craig’s game, as he scored relentlessly to lead two nil. Michael was slow out of the blocks in the third as Craig scored points in bunches, and was hanging on. But to Michaels credit he stuck in and showed grit and determination, and managed to slow Craig down. Michael levelled the game points up at 10 all, but the effort it had taken meant that Michael was a spent force, and Craig claimed the third game and match 3-0, 12/15, 8/15, 10/15.
At number 4 Liam Barrett (W) was up against Ray Burke (BA) and for the first time in the evening a Windscale player led his match. The opening game was claimed by Liam as he showed the appreciative audience his full range of squash skills. He opened up a five point advantage before Ray bothered the scorer, and even though Ray looked more than useful it was Liam who pulled away to take an easier than expected opening game. Ray although beaten never looked out of his depth, and the effort Liam had expended in the opener had taken its toll on Liam as his legs deserted him in the second and Ray literally ran away with it to level the match. The match was evenly poised and it was Ray that took the initiative in the third, he opened up a points advantage that Liam closed pretty soon, only for Ray to repeat the process, again to no avail as Liam pegged him back once more at nine points all. Undeterred, Ray pushed on again only this time he was able to sustain it winning the third for a decisive break. The fourth saw both players tire, and the opening 12 points were shared almost evenly as neither player could pull away from the other. Only towards the latter half of this Game did Ray get a lead and increase it to leave Liam in his wake, winning the fourth and the match 3-1, 15/9, 5/15, 10/15, 9/15. 
Next up were the number 3’s, Jonathan Honeyman (W) against Simon Robinson (BA) in what turned out to be the tightest scoring game of the evening, just highlighting the fact that you can’t read anything into a 3-0 score line. Jonathan was slow out of the traps and Simon had a handy lead in the first game to lead six points to two, before Jonathan produced some great winners of his own to level it at nine points all. Simon then scored a couple of winners, only for Jonathan to follow suit, with neither of them wanting to show weakness at the business end of the game. Alas for Jonathan it was Simon who was beginning to show his full range of shots that prevailed, as Simon won the first game. Into the second and with neither player able to score more than three points on the trot, it was going to be a tight run thing. Sure enough it turned out that way and inevitably we arrived at 13 points all, Jonathan sneaked ahead and was on game ball, only to see Simon return the serve with a volley return nick to kill the rally. With two points clear being needed by either player to win the game on it went. Jonathan had  further game balls at 15, 16, and 17 points and every time from either side Simon hit a volleyed return into the nick to win the point and save the game, much to the crowds delight, and Jonathans exasperation. Neither player held back, going for winners and retrieving for all they were worth in the pursuit of the game, and before long they were locked at twenty points all. Simon had game ball and this time made it stick winning a thrilling second game to lead by two. The third was no shorter on drama, although it was (just) on length, again neither player was totally dominant and both players got on top for a couple of points before the other got his turn to score. Jonathan made the decisive breakthrough by pulling away to lead nine points to three, but Simon had ice running through his veins, as he slowly but surely reeled Jonathan in, not allowing him to get too far in front by scoring his points in bunches, and timing his recovery superbly. Never having led in the third, Simon levelled the scores at twelve all, then pushing on and had two game balls, only to see Jonathan get back in front and serve for the third game at fifteen fourteen. Simon once again levelled the score and went on to win the third game also for a great 3-0 win, 12/15, 20/22, 15/17. Jonathan although beaten deserved more than the score suggests and more than played his part in a magnificent match, indeed it was the performance and match of the night.
Following that was the number 2’s Mike Tinning (W) against Chris Wilson (BA). These two needed a larger court as both were frequently in each others way, and numerous strokes and let’s were awarded, as both players struggled to clear the ball, as can happen when right and left handed players meet on court. The opening game was a scrappy affair, mainly due to the aforementioned problem, but that didn’t detract from the quality of squash played when they weren’t in each others way, Chris occasionally sending Mike totally the wrong way with well disguised shots, and Mike tenaciously chasing and returning shots that Chris thought were winners. It was only late in the game that Chris managed to pull a couple of points clear, and hold that advantage to beat Mike in the opener. The second saw Mike some way in arrears as Chris played some quality shots, and with Mike ten points adrift it seemed a lost cause. If that’s what the crowd thought nobody had told Mike, as he chipped away at Chris’s large lead. Chris could see the points ebbing away yet was powerless to anything to halt his slide, only securing another couple of points whilst Mike clawed his way back. Chris served for the game, and it looked as though Mike was done for, but no, he managed to find another point to make Chris wait, but Mike made a poor shot choice having done all the hard work in getting so close and gifted the point and game to Chris. Mike battled on, and now playing his best squash of the evening, got the points on the board early only to see Chris chip away at his lead, and after sharing the first eighteen points it was either players game to win. Chris pulled ahead, and left Mike in his wake winning the third also for a 3-0 win, 12/15, 13/15, 9/15.

Last match of the night saw the number 1’s Mark Jackson (W) against Sam Miller. Sam is another player who hits the nick for fun, and by the end of the match Mark must have lost count of the times he found the ball rolling along the floor towards him with Sam out of position behind him. Sam opened up a four point cushion with some great winners but Mark has been on court with some very good players and has great faith in his own ability, and it wasn’t long before he was matching Sam shot for shot, and he then pulled ahead to lead the opening game. Sam went through the gears a little, and Mark again found himself a few points adrift not through lack of effort or application, just that Sam always had an answer to any question Mark posed him, Sam took the first game to lead. Mark blasted Sam away in the opening to the second game with a comfortable five one lead, only to see Sam raise the bar a notch or two, easing himself through to a nine six lead. Before long that lead had become thirteen seven, and but for a late flurry of points from Mark when Sam’s mind was potentially elsewhere, Sam closed down the second game to lead by two. Mark was enjoying the experience as was apparent in his smiling every time Sam hit the dead nick at the front of the court, from a boast at the back off either side, a feat he achieved 4 times in a row in the middle of the third game. Undaunted, Mark ploughed on and a nip and tuck encounter developed, with neither player able to pull far enough clear of the other to have a comfortable lead. Mark dug deep once Sam was within sight of the finishing line, and a costly error when level at thirteen all cost Mark dearly as it gifted Sam match ball. Inevitably the point and match was won with a shot from Sam rolling along the floor out of the nick off a backhand drive that once again had Mark smiling. Mark played his part in a very good game but Sam had everything going for him on the night, and although the score was 3-0, 11/15, 11/15, 13/15, it was a tightly contested match.
So, overall it was a more than comfortable (on the result sheet) score over the evenings matches, with The Army more than a little thankful that some of the games finished up with the game scores that they did. The Windscale select were worthy opponents and deserved to see more for their efforts than the 4 games that they amassed, but take nothing away from the Army select team, they are wonderful ambassadors for The Armed Services in general, and Army Squash specifically, and we look forward to next seasons challenge where we intend to be the first team to get their name on the Challenge Cup.
