WINDSCALE SQUASH CLUB CHARITY HUSTLE & 36 HOUR SQUASH-MARATHON
After a gruelling 36 hour squash marathon the Windscale club members were treated to a squash exhibition between Gary Thwaites, just recently retired from the world professional scene, and currently National Over 35 champion, against the 5 best club members. The idea was that Gary had a set fee for the evening . The more games he won, the more he took home. The more he lost the more money went to charity. To make it harder Gary had to give all his opponents an amount of points start and play them back-to-back.

Martin Blair was first up and given 15 points start, and Gary lost 3 of the first 5 points to feel some real pressure early on, but Martin couldn’t sustain it as Gary ran out 21-19 winner as Martin’s legs gave up on him.
Gary then upped his tempo against club champion Neil Pattinson,  who found the going tough having played a lot through the squash-marathon. Neil couldn’t make any headway despite 12 points start and Gary ran out a 21-18 winner.

Sean Jenkinson having played Gary many times, and as a Cumbria team mate, looked to have the best chance of overturning his 12 point handicap with his variety of shot-making. Once again Gary showed the art of forcing players into mistakes and allowed Sean only 7 points in a 21-19 win.

Next up was Paul Armstrong with a very generous 17 point start which proved to be Gary’s undoing as Paul’s drops and volleys brought him 4 points straight away to give Gary his first loss.
Last up saw Gary’s protégé Liam Barrett, who Gary has spent the last 6-8 months coaching and developing, and it showed as the 15 year old took Gary to 20-20 from a 14 point start. Gary, not wanting to face months of ribbing, then won the final 2 points despite Liam’s best efforts to make it Gary 4 wins to Windscales 1.

Food and plenty of beverages were then sampled in the Falcon Club, and a good couple of days were had by one and all. In total the grand sum of £559.14p was raised for the benefit of Ullswater Stroke Unit Fund, presentation of which took place on the evening of the visit of the South African Knights touring team earlier this month.
