Dream come true for Lara Cooper

IT was a dream come true and an evening to remember for Barrow squash player Lara Cooper when she had the chance of a lifetime to take on two world class players.

World number seven Nick Matthew and number eight Lee Beechill were taking part in an exhibition match at Windscale Squash Club.

Cooper was one of eight junior players invited to take part in the event. All, with the exception of Cooper, were local to the area.

The juniors were introduced to the players and the audience and were split into two groups.

The girls stayed on the main court to play Matthew.

They played three-quarter squash for half-an-hour, with a nervous Cooper first up. She won the first point against Nick and gained several more points in the game.

After demonstration matches against adult players and each other, Matthew and Beechill held a question and answer session and gave advice to the junior players.

A buffet followed where they posed for photographs and signed autographs for their young fans.
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LAST Friday night saw the appearance of two of the biggest names in the world of squash down at Windscale. 

Lee Beachill and Nick Matthew, two current members of the English World Championship winning squash team, gave the Windscale Club members a night to remember with a fantastic display of their immense racket skills and unbelievable fitness levels.

Firstly, they took a handful of the club juniors through a series of drills, games and routines in front of the early arrivals before the warm up to the main event began.

In front of a full house on court one, current world number seven Nick played a best of 11 point game against Chris Clark to start the proceedings.

A clearly nervous Chris found it hard to settle initially but ended up claiming a handful of points despite being put under immense pressure by the current British Open champion.

Next up, in the same format, the current club champion Neil Pattinson went up against the ex-world number one Lee in a clash of style and builds.

Neil tried to force the tempo against the stylish Yorkshireman and succeeded in pushing Lee in a number of punishing rallies but the ability to get any ball back from any where on court was there for all to see from the best player never to be world champion.

Neil forced a mini comeback late on but was far from disgraced despite going down 11-8 in an all action game.

Nick was then back on court against the area’s top junior Liam Barrett who’s game style and court work is being developed along a similar style to Nick’s. 

In what will be a great learning curve for the 16-year-old, Nick forced Liam to show his excellent retrieval skills under immense pressure and speed, and was unlucky not to have pinched a couple of the longer rallies in his 11-6 defeat.

Sean Jenkinson, the current over-35 county champion, had the final chance of the night for a spot of giant killing against Lee. 

Sean went through his full repertoire of shots, angles and deceptions which Lee matched and then some more, in another game that entertained the watching gallery.

At 10-7 down, Sean sent Beach two outrageous ‘taxis’ to get back to 9-10 but couldn’t get it back to all square as he put a tired final shot out of court.

The main event of the night kicked off as Lee and Nick put on a superb display of top class squash in a game that lasted a full hour in which the speed and tempo never dipped.

At 1-1 Lee forged ahead to win the third game 11-9 before a monumental fourth where Nick saved a match ball to take it to a decider. 

Lee started the fifth well and held an early lead which he never let go as he beat his best mate and training partner 11-9 in the fifth and deciding game – breathtaking squash for all to see.

The duo then answered questions from the crowd.

The club thanked the two players for coming up and also thanked markers Doug Alderton, Ian Richardson and John Crichton who officiated the club players against the pros.

A special mention was given to Linda Winder, who with John, took charge of the main event and dealt with friendly banter from the two players.

