Junior Squash Report 2009/2010
Now into our 6th year as a junior operation, we still provide the pick of the Counties best junior players at most of the age groups in team matches and more than hold our own at the various individual County wide competitions. Junior players from age 9 through to under 19 are still committed to local and national competitions, as well as playing a full part in Windscale Squash Club, either through the various coaching initiatives, or club leagues and competitions.
Linda Winder, the clubs lead Coach, has continued to draw into the club enthusiastic youngsters who through her involvement with the local schools, have shown a good degree of ability and keenness to learn. In the earliest coaching group are the ‘Raw Recruits’, these are juniors who in some cases have never even held a racket of any description before.  These juniors are taught the fundamental skills required for their early development. These juniors number about 15 in total and are new additions to our previous juniors. Following these juniors on court is the Beginners group, these total around 14, and they are able to swing the racket and hit the ball to roughly where it is intended to go. The Intermediate junior group is about 10 strong in number, these have mostly been within the system now for the previous 4 to 5 years, and are progressing well. The Elite level juniors are the standard bearers and roll models for the rest of the junior section, their deeds whether on their travels up and down the country, or even just within the playing environs of the club, give the rest a reference point of what is expected further along the line. 
All together we now have around 80 junior players, and whilst they all can’t make Monday ‘Junior Coaching’, they are accommodated within the system with other coaches or by private coaching. These figures represent a further increase on last season (65 in total) of over 20%, proving once again that Linda and her coaching helpers are doing a great job.
This season we have had less ‘Firsts’, as it’s not always possible to fit too much more in, however what we have achieved is;
· The first ever West Cumbrian Junior School competition, run as part of the extra-curricula duties of the schools, introducing new sports to the children.
· The first time Westlake’s Academy has used the courts as part of their P.E. timetable for sports, where selected individuals are tutored, utilizing Linda’s coaching and the use of the courts in the early morning.
Linda has continued her local junior school visits, and has now got a policy of targeting specific age-groups, to augment her coaching squads.
As in previous seasons we encourage all our juniors to participate in relevant ability competitions, both locally in Cumbria, and on the National squash sanctioned circuit. The more the juniors are exposed to competition, the more they will become accustomed to the cut and thrust of competitive squash. As well as competitions, many of our juniors are involved in team squash, either through Inter-County, or Regional Inter-Area squash, and this is a true test of their ability against the best of their peer group. Competitions contested include;
· County Junior Championships, 8 finalists / 6 winners
· Wigton Graded Competition,  2 finalists
· Whitehaven Open/Graded competition, 3 finalists / 2 winners
· Workington Open/Graded competition, 1 finalist/ 1 winner
· Carlisle Open competition, 8 finalists / 4 winners
County Representation
Continued success at competition level brings with it the reward of County selection, and this season has been no different to previously, in that Windscale juniors pepper the Inter- County squads, as well as the N W Regional squads. Representatives were;
Boys under 11, Ross Singleton
Boys under 13, Jackson Holliday
Boys under 15, Adam Pearson, Michael Hobbs, Peter Wallace
Boys under 17, Ryan Doran
Boys under 19, Liam Barratt
Girls under 15, Jessica Winder, Luisa Mc Gregor, Megan Singleton
Girls under 17, Hannah Crichton, Jessica Winder, Luisa Mc Gregor, Megan Singleton
The club also has team managers at Boys under 13 and 15, as well as at Girls under 15 and 17. In addition to all these officials Linda Winder is the Girls County Coach.
North West Regional Representation
Girls under 15, Jessica Winder
Girls under 17, Hannah Crichton

National Ranking
The club this season has two more ranked players compared to last season in May (2010) as follows;
Boys under 13; Jackson Holliday Ranking 69
Boys under 15; Peter Wallace Ranking 103, Michael Hobbs 111, Adam Pearson 121
Boys under 17; Ryan Doran Ranking 150
Girls under 15; Jessica Winder Ranking 11, Megan Singleton 50
Girls under 17; Jessica Winder Ranking 41, Hannah Crichton 48
All our juniors are encouraged to participate in senior squash, and quite a few of our elite level juniors compete in Senior County League squash. In addition to this Hannah Crichton became the first Windscale junior girl to compete in the County Closed Senior Competition, and reached the final at the first attempt.
So as can be seen from all of the above, the elite level juniors are continuing to improve their standard both within, and outside the county, most notably Jessica Winder and Hannah Crichton, who continue to be our most travelled club ambassadors, but the rest are on their tails. Exposure to a higher standard of squash player outside the county is a major reason in ALL our traveling players’ improvements.
The often quoted “ victims of our own success”, whilst true as far as court usage in prime time is concerned bears weight, we have arrived at this prosperous situation by design over the previous number of years, with a structured approach that other club’s would do well to learn from. Whilst the juniors are as keen as the adults are to accommodate them within the system, and the club, we can look forward to continued success for years to come hopefully.
Again this season as a junior administrator we are proud of our juniors, and congratulate them ALL, and thank their parents, mentors and guardians who offer their time and are willing to commit to the junior squash players. 

