Junior Squash report 2007/2008

Now in our fourth year since our Junior Squash Re-organisation, we have seen a season of consolidation in the number of juniors actively playing, and also competing locally. Where we have seen an increase though, has been in National competitions, and within the league structure at the club. Both of which are helping to develop our junior players.

Linda Winder, our Head Coach, now has 37 junior players under her weekly tutelage, as well as 4 other juniors who have coaching, a total of 41 players in all, which is identical to last season’s competitive quota. This just shows the value of quality coaching, and encouragement being shown to all our juniors.

Many notable ‘firsts’ for the club this season. We have seen a junior player win the Club Championship for the first time, well done Liam Barrett. In July 2007, three of our juniors were invited to the inaugural N. W. Area England Squash Summer Camp at Lancaster. This years Summer Camp will be held at Windscale. Also throughout last summer the club ran a very successful Junior Summer Team competition, and will follow that up again this coming season. 

However up to this moment it has not been possible to organise our Windscale Junior Open event, and time is now perhaps against us. However plans are in place to hold a National ranking Tournament, possibly in May 2009, watch the notice boards for details.

Since September 2007 through to May 2008, our current junior members have participated in the following County competitions, Inter-County competitions, and National competitions;

County Junior Championships, 6 Finalists / 5 Winners
Wigton Graded Competition, friendly competition, results awaited

Whitehaven Open/Graded Competition, 12 Finalists / 9 Winners

Workington Open/Graded Competition, 4 Finalists / 3 Winners

Carlisle Open Competition, 4 Finalists, 2 Winners
Inter County Club Competition, Winners, 6 teams at U.13

· County Representation

Once again our junior players have caught the county selectors eye due to good ‘in county’ competition results. Representatives were,

Hannah Crichton, Girls U.17, Girls U.15. 

Courtney Musson, Girls U.15. 

Jessica Winder, Girls U.15, Girls U.13. 

Owen Barrett, Boys U.15. 

Adam Pearson, Boys U.13.

Michael Hobbs, Boys U.13.

· England National Ranking

We have at the end of the season 5 of our juniors in the England ranking system, and all of them are currently in the top 55 of their respective age group, (having entered some 16 different competitions) as follows;

Jessica Winder, ranked 17

Hannah Crichton, ranked 50

Courtney Musson, ranked 55

Lara Cooper, ranked 42

Liam Barrett, ranked 49

As is evident from the above, our Elite level juniors are continuing to improve their standard both within, and outside the county, and there are many national competitions featuring a Windscale entrant throughout the season. Our other juniors are also more than capable of holding their own in their level of competition within the county, as demonstrated again this season. Indeed, Windscale Juniors have made up the largest contingent of finalists in most of the competitions played this season.

The junior squash organisers would once again like to thank all those who have, and are continuing to assist in any way possible, and for their good work done over the season. Our numbers are steady at 40+, and once Linda settles into her full time coaching duties, we should see a greater return on the time she spends improving all our juniors. However, more coaching/assistance would always be welcome, to share the load.

An increase in squash participation in general, allied to enthusiastic youngsters wanting to play all the time, means that there has been some stress on court booking, and availability, therefore all club users may well have to get used to playing at times other than those that they are used to! This is a sign of progress within a once again burgeoning squash scene, and is a very healthy sign for our squash club.

More squash played, more quality coaching, more success, let’s all work hard to keep the junior squash improvement going. Enjoy your squash and have fun. 

