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South African Knights 25th Bi-Annual Squash Tour
On Wednesday and Thursday 5th/6th January, Windscale Squash Club was once again proud to host the 25th bi- annual tour of the visiting South African Knights Squash Club Team. Fielding their youngest ever touring team of 4 players this year, they arrived in the country on November 30th, leaving behind temperatures of 30 degrees at Johannesburg, to land at a rather chilly Heathrow at -2 degrees, in what was to be our coldest month on record, and they felt it.
Playing all over the country they eventually arrived in Cumbria after the New Year boasting a record of won 17, drawn 2, and lost 8. Windscale had selected a strong team in the hope of beating them for the first time ever; however the Knights played some fantastic squash in front of a very appreciative audience.
First on court was Gavin Scott (Windscale) against Brett van Rensburg, two players who loved to give the ball a ‘bash’. The first game was a tight affair with neither player able to open up a two point cushion until Brett led nine seven. Gavin still had had his chances to take it late in the game, only for Brett to hold his nerve, claiming the opener 11/9. The second was a virtual carbon copy of the first, with neither player dominant enough to break a few points clear, with nothing between them both throughout the game. Gavin served for it only to be pegged back, and it was Brett who held his nerve to sneak the second game 13/11, to lead 2-0. Gavin was noticeably tired against the young tyro in the third, and got off to a slower start allowing his opponent a few points lead, but Gavin dug in and levelled the scores after eight points played. This effort was the final straw for Gavin as the 22 year old from Durban coasted home 11/4 to win the opening tie 3-0.
Gary Thwaite (Wigton) was next on court, and it is nice to see Gary back on court playing quality squash following his hip surgery of two years ago. He was up against Alan Mc Guigan, a 21 year old from Pietermaritzburg, currently ranked 34 in South Africa. Gary tortured Alan in the early exchanges with lengthy rallies, sapping the strength from his opponent early on, thereby not allowing his opponents youthfulness and speed to dictate the game. Despite pulling out a three point lead half way through the opener Alan couldn’t hold on, and once Gary got in front again the game was up after 25 minutes, Gary taking it 11/6. A tired looking Alan pushed hard early on in the second to try to level it, but Gary was not to be denied with a string of winning points in the second and third games to take the match 3-0, with identical 11/6 game scores. 
So at one match all on the night, Andrew Kelly (Windscale) took to the court next against Jean-Pierre (JP) Brits, a very useful nineteen year old full time squash player from Pretoria. Andrew was up against it from the off as JP ran down every shot, and returned everything, with interest on. Andrew played some great touch shots only to see JP swoop from way back on the court to recover the ball and put Andrew in more trouble, an exasperated Andrew left the court with only three points to show for all his efforts in the first, losing it 11/3. Worse was to follow in the second as Andrew failed to bother the scorer, as JP played some brilliant squash. No matter what Andrew tried and it was just about everything legal on a court, JP had the answer to it. The game was won by JP 11/0, but the quality of shots displayed by JP was such that Andrew had nothing to hang his head over. Somewhat daunted by the second Andrew pushed on in the third and scored a point, to rapturous applause from the crowd, and JP, but that merely spurred his opponent on to more brilliance, reeling off the next seven points to serve for the match. Andrew is a fighter though, and took the next couple of points to prove his right to be on the court; however it was inevitable that JP was going to hit another winner and it soon came, to claim the third game 11/3, and the match 3-0.
Hoping to level the match was Paul Bell (Carlisle) against the S A Knights Captain Justin Gouweloos another twenty two year old, also from Pietermaritzburg. Gary as County Champion more than justified his top billing, however despite taking five of the first eight points couldn’t keep it going as Justin hit a purple patch in the middle of the game to claim eight of the next 9 points, winning the opener 11/6. The second was a reversal of the first with Justin pulling out a healthy lead claiming six out of eight points, but this sparked Paul into action with some clinical squash, to length and tight, and hitting winners off Justin’s loose returns. Paul led the game at eight points to six, but couldn’t add to his score as a more settled Justin claimed the second 11/8. At two games down Paul was facing a mountain climb just to get back into the match, and set about the task with a bright start in the third leading by the odd point in five. As before, this merely made Justin play better squash as required, and after a salvo of eight unanswered points he served at match ball. Paul denied him a couple of times, but as before in other games on the night, these Knights weren’t to be denied, and Justin took the third game 11/5, for a 3-0 victory. 
On the Thursday, after an afternoon sightseeing in the Lake District and visiting the nearby indoor karting, it was back to Windscale to assist with some junior coaching and to take part in a novelty competition against any Club challengers. The idea was to generate some cash for the quartet to assist in their last week on tour. For a nominal fee any challenger could take on any of the Knights in a first to nine points challenge, and many of the juniors tried their luck, as did a few seniors. To make the challenge a more level playing field the Knights were provided with some ‘old wooden rackets’ to play with sourced off the internet, now bearing in mind their youthfulness and them only using modern composite rackets, it was nice to see that their skill and shot making were not diminished one bit using these heavier, less forgiving rackets. Needless to say they remained unbeaten throughout the thirty five challenges, and look forward to spending their winnings. 
Following a substantial meal and a few beverages, Windscale wished them a safe journey home after the remainder of their tour, Carlisle squash club on Friday followed by four days in Scotland, and look forward to seeing the next group of touring South African Knights in January 2013.
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